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PREFACE TO THE TALES OF A BASIN, AND 
OF THE FRIAR AND THE BOY. 




OTH the following poems 
have already appeared in 
print, in different modem 
collections, although in the 
one case not from die manu- 
script which I have followed. 
Our earlier ballads and stories 
illustrative of the popular su- 
perstitions and mythology are 
however scarce, and, when 
we meet with them, are wor- 
thy of preservation. I am sure, therefore, that no excuse 
will be necessary for printing, in preference to many 
other curious poems, two of the most generally popular 
of our tales of magic and enchantment in the earliest 
forms that we at present know. They have both been 
published in different shapes up to a very recent period, 
and one is found, with little variation, among tne na- 
tional stories of many different peoples. 
Among the old stories and miracles of the monks, 
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there is no more common method of detecting and some- 
times punishing crimes, than by fixing the offenders to 
the object of their crime, or to the place or thing which 
has witnessed it. The stories of the monks were some- 
times the types of those of the peasantry, but they were, 
probably, still more commonly taken, from them, and 
the similarity between earlier saints' legends and later 
popular tales, may, in yery many cases, be taken as a 
proof of the antiquity of tne latter. In the preface to 
the Tournament of Tottenham I have stated my reasons 
for believing the manuscript which contains the Tale of 
a Basin^ as well as that ballad, to have beeii written in 
the earlier half of the fourteenth century. The story 
again makes its appearance, with some little variation, 
among the broadside ballads which were so common 
during the sixteenth and particularly the seventeenth 
centuries. In the catalogue of a collection of ballads 
which was in the possession of the late Mr. Heber, I 
find the following title — *' The Lancashire Cuckold, or 
the Country Parish Clark betrayed by a Conjurer's in- 
chanted Chamber Pot, printed for J. Blare." This 
gives us good reason for believing that the story had 
not lost its popularity from the fourteenth to the eight- 
eenth century. It occurs again in a common chap- 
book, ** The History of Jack Homer, containing the 
Witty Pranks he played from his Youth to his Riper 
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Years, being pleasant for Winter Evenings/* of which 
the earliest copy I have seen is one of the Aldermary 
Church-yard books. It there forms chapter vi. '* Jack's 
kindness to the Inn-keeper, whom he puts in a way to 
pay his debts." By this time the sect who were the 
object of popular slander was greatly changed, and the 
person of the monk is replaced by that of a Quaker. 
It must be prefhised that our hero (Jack) had obtained 
a pipe like that with which the Jack of our second ballad 
tormented the friar, and in a similar manner, and also 
a coat of invisibility, the substitute for the German tam- 
kappe. The inn-keeper, of whose wife the rich Quaker 
was amorous^ is in distress, and unable to obtain two 
hundred pounds, which he is bound to pay on a certain 
day. Jack comforts him, and promises to aid him : — 

** Mount thy bay nag, and take thy cloak 

With thy wann morning gown. 
And lodge within a hollow oak, 

A mile or two from town. 
There you may sleep in sweet content 

AU night, and take your rest. 
Then leare it to my management. 

And, sir, a pleasant jest 
Next morning there you shall behold, 

The like ne'er seen before. 
Which shall produce a sum of gold. 

Nay likewise silver store." 
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The inn-keeper follows his counsel, and Jack, by 
means of his invisible coat, introduces himself into the 
house, and witnesses the feasting and familiarity of the 
Quaker and the hostess. In the ni^ht both, with their 
maid also, are fixed to the chamber pot, and Jack, by 
means of his magical pipe, leads them dancing through 
the town to the tree where the inn-keeper is concealed, 
who comes from his hiding place, menaces the Quaker 
with the same punishment as is threatened to the monk 
in the older ballad, and only lets him go on the pay- 
ment of the two hundred pound of which he has need. 
The specimen we have given is sufficient to show the 
wretched doggerel for which the older spirited rhymes 
have been exchanged. 

I ought to add that the Tale of a Basin has been 
printed by Mr. Hartshome, in his Early Metrical Tales, 
but with its full share of the blunders by which that 
book is disfigured and rendered worse than useless. It 
had been previously printed by Jameson, with about 
equal accuracy. 

The other tale I have printed, that of the Friar and 
the Boy, has been still more generally popular. The 
manuscript which contains our copy is proved by in- 
ternal evidence to have been written during the reign 
of Henry VL, and not, as Ritson states, in that of 
Henry VII. Its shelf mark, in the Public Library of 
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XI 

the University of Cambridge, is Ee. 4, 35, and, on ac- 
count of the curious dialect in which it is written, the 
whole of its contents deserve to be published. Besides 
our tale, it contains a curious ballad of Robin Hood, 
which has been printed by Ritson, another copy of the 
ballad which Hartshome has printed from the MS. of 
the same collection, Ff. 5, 48, under the title of •* A 
Tale of a Father and his Son," and the ballad of '' The 
King and the Barker," printed by Ritson in his Ancient 
Popular Poetry. 

There was a copy of the ballad of the Friar and the 
Boy» in the Cotton MS. Vitellius D. xii. which was 
unfortunately one of those that perished in the fire. As 
that manuscript, from its contents, was evidently written 
by no illiterate scribe, we should probably have had 
there a more correct copy than the one now printed. 
But Ritson was wrong in supposing it to be the ** most 
ancient copy of all," for if he had cast his eyes over the 
other articles in die vol. (see Smith's Catalogue), he 
would have seen that it could not have been written 
earlier than the latter end of the reign of Edward IV., 
and that it might have been written later, so that we 
are not sure that it might not have been a mere transcript 
of the printed copy of Wynkyn de Worde. 

This last mentioned edition, of which only one copy 
is known to exist (that preserved in the Public Library 
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of the University of Cambridge)^' in the one from which 
Ritson has printed the ballftd in his <' Pieces of Ancient 
Popular Poetry." Another unique edition, printed by 
Edwarde Aide i» the Poultry, is preserved in the 
Bodleian Library. A black letter copy, we do not know 
if it were a different edition from either of these, was in 
the possession of Andiony k Wood. In the time of 
Queen Elizabeth, Laneham mentions a printed copy of 
this ballad a& being in the possession of Captain Cox, 
the Coventry collector. 

In the following century we know that this ballad was 
printed in a broad-side. Ritson tells us that ** In the 
Pepys [Pepysitn] collet^tion (No. 358) is a modernized 
copy, in the same stanza, apparently printed in Scotland, 
afa^ut ther year 1680, beginning — 

** There dwelt a man in my countrie.'* 

Of the ballad in this form,. there is a more modem edition 
printed at Dublin. 

The last form which the ballad took, was that of a 
penny history, where the older form of verse is changed 
for the commoner ballad measure. I have before me 
the earliest copy that I know in this form, which was 
printed in Aldermary Church-yard. The details of the 
story are not changed, but a second part is added to it, 
in which Jack obtains three other gifts, equally formid- 



y Google 



XUl 



able, which he uses, without mercy, against every body 
he comes near. I have seen two different reprints of 
both parts, exactly similar to the older copies, both 
printed about 1811. 

The story was by no means confined to. England. It 
is still, with some little variation, preserved among the 
peasantry of Germany, and is as such given in the va- 
luable collection of Kinder- und Haus-Marchen of the 
Grimms, under the title of " Der Jude im Dorn," where 
a Jew takes the place of the Friar. But in a note, the 
Editors have pointed out two early German dramatic 
pieces founded upon this story, in which the Monk re- 
tains his idace. The Musician is there called Dulla, a 
name which is considered to be allied to Tyll or Dill 
Eulenspiegel, and the northern word Thulr, facetus, 
nugator. The tale is also found in a northern dress, 
under the title of *' Herrauds ok Bosa Saga.'* 

My chief inducement to print this bdlad from the 
Cambridge manuscript, when the printed copy of Wyn- 
kyn de Worde is so much more correct and intelligible, 
was, as I have before hinted, the curious dialect in which 
it is written. I suspect it was the dialect of Shropshire, 
or of some adjacent county, from the use of w before 
words commencing with o, and y before those com- 
mencing with e. Thus they say at this day wok^ for 
oke, wullard^ for owlard{?i young owl), &c. and, if I re- 
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member right, yessy for etuyj &c. Moreover, I suspect 
that the word afforst for a-thirsty is distinctive of the 
old dialect of the Welsh marches, for the beautiful ma- 
nuscript of Piers Plowman, in Trinity College Library 
(Cambridge), which contains this word, bears almost 
conclusive internal evidence of being written in the purer 
dialect of that part of the county, though not, like our 
ballad, in the broad dialect of the illiterate peasantry. 
The following are the chief characteristics of the dialect 
of this ballad. The substitution of: — 

e for a ; as in eney. 

ey for i long; leyffe, bey, heynde, keynde, beyde, 
deyner, mey, cheylde, peype, leyte, pleyte (plight), 
teyme, they (thy), seyde. 

e for i short; lesten, thes, hem, thenke, wes, het, 
wenne (win), tell, hell, well, (for till, hill, will), begen, 
en (in). 

oy for 00 or o long ; soyt, for sothe or soothe. 

Of oOf for u : bot, dorst, pot, poot, corsed, foil, op, 
onder, trow (true), sopere, os (us). 

oys for ose ; roys, goys. 

u for ou ; ffuU (foul), st. xviii. 

ff for V chiefly after a long vowel ; leyffe, wyffes, 
haffe, gyfle, saffe, geffe, dreyffe, leffe, loffe : so a-foue, 
for a-vow. 

ff for w : ffomen (women), st. Ixviii. see note. 
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w for t?, after o and e ; lowved, lowyd, lowys, hewyl 
(evil), dewyll, owyrcome, hewyn, 

t for th ; soyt, noret (forth), trowt (troth), boyt (both)- 

th, with w or y before it for ght ; thowth, bowth, 
reythe, awth (ought), nowth (nought), bowth, meythe 
(might), neythe (night), dyth (dight), browth. 

th for t; methe (meet), bethe (beat), lathe (late), 
peythe (pity). 

w for y ; bow, bawy (st. xv.), bowye (st. xviii.), for 
boy. In Shropshire, they now say bwoy and bwau, fpr 
boy. 

The insertion of w, at the beginning of a word, before 
o ; wolde (old), wother (other), wost (host), wore (our), 
wonley (only). 

Of y before e ; yessee, yete, yes (ease), yaver and 
yever (ever), yeverychone, yether (either), yeke (eke). 

I have given the chief variations only of Wynkyn de 
Worde's copy of the Friar and the Boy, and that from 
Ritson's edition, principally where they were necessary 
to explain the errors and to supply the omissions of the 
rude scribe of the older copy. 

Of the wood cuts, the initial B is from MS. Harl. 
No. 2895 of the 1 1th century : it is almost needless to say 
that its subject is the encounter of David and Goliah. 
The cut at the end of this preface is from a Latin Bes- 
tiary of the 12th century, in the Public Library, Cam- 
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bridge, and that at the end of the notes is from the 
Missal in Trin Coll. lib. mentioned in the Preface to the 
Turnament of Tottenham. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 
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I 

it>Mi teH^ tata ttriOtltejai mmn man WOisi / 

fsammt li?n mto / attn fxim bun elU0 / 

SI man ma; nmtz £oit| t|f Da; / t|at long tgmt 

azafttlarp^ngami piping annotlfinu^pCpeatjS/ 

Mii^ 0le and toitfi gamnu* 
SM a pa}(i9n |f motof fieirf / 
3n caCf ^at l^it Cot^ tone / 
Slntt of fifj( brotin t|at toatf ]^;m tit^e/ 

jgbm louHti totU tamnu* 

<tl^|if tontoa0 ]^i0fatii20f;if oCfioto0 andoClanUt/ 
^t tot^ toa0 a parfon/ au 3| fmOetrSanlie/ 
fl lit^t man tof jc ^e and a pHe ^uCbanUe / 
9nti fcnotDtn fo} a ptie clertw tfiovo ptitii0 
tantif/ 
)Slnli t»;tf tDa0 i^olDr* 
lirtie totln tiabe Umll t|)o;t/ 
iDff tinniantit; cototfi fit nojt/ 

Sut alte 1(0 topte^ toai tit torojt/ 

* * * 

ft. 
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Hi 
jafetniUlittaiantif tDa0 tie on/ 80inan;a2onl^t/ 

satt w to?t)e0 mnifm It ^^ a cuu v^iit/ 

^tt t0 an ottte Ultt Cato/ 3| Vxttit ht itignt C;f)e/ 
)?itii|ial be at ttie toplie^ toOl if tie Mbontie 
tfitpue/ 
IBotiie tottliin anti toft^tote : 
SI topfe t^at |a0 an ptell tact) / 
(^^ei of i^e tiuCbonti (^tilt |aue a Cmactie / 
But }ft tie lo&e toell abotote. 

iDfE ttiat ;ong: gentfl man toa^ a pet bfCeCe/ 
SiUti a ;ece o| ttoo W ^H^t ^t ntp|t not pleeCe/ 
9^cuU of '^(0 lanbe la? to tbe pteeS^ efe / 
<C^e tauft b?m euej among t)<rto tbe fcatte bib 
fneft 
1GU}t at ^(^ oioone toflle* 
1?e ttiat tiabe bene a lome 
Ma^ mm%ti at bebbe ne at botbe / 
^e bttjft on?0 Qieite a toorbe/ 
22^b<n (be babe be (ttUe. 
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mtuU of tiutbontiip t^t gotif man con t^n&e / 
SltOtW topfe loupD tofU gotie mm anti gone 

Orpnfee/ 
&|lf tooUre notttin t^e^Cbrt nom ne ttopn&e/ 
Buttolen ti^e bal^tna^fuUl^f Dotone anHtopnfce/ 
j9nD left '^U n^tt en)>e» 
&00 lonff t|ij$ Iftf ttiet latiDe / 
<X|at rpenne toast tfKit t$ei ^aliHf / 
'^ie tofft tit} '^utbontie baOUe 
IBel^fe Cortl to toentie. 

t)i 
<^ ttie pajCon t|t bto&Q f^at t0 Co vit| atoiect)/ 
anb p^a? ti^m of t^l Cbroto (urn bel be toolb 

JFfou^t? pounb of oi f^ft? lo&e of l^T^m tbu fecfi / 
&o tiat tbu bit bt^ng UtuU toill 3 ttcb / 
j^me^ for to tob^te* 
<i;o bi0 bto^Siet fovtb be toent/ 
iSlnti m^cull mone; to b?tn be lent / 
janti dfo fone l^it iooa^ Cpent/ 
Cdetof t^ep babe but Iptr* 
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tni 
9^ttill mone? of W bm|er ^t fme / 
ftoi allt tjiat He Iiro;t^e fe^ti neutr t^e btm / 
tttie parCon toejc toei? / otui t^ou}t tie tnottie tipt 

lette/ 
0nti ^t tiaie Ions ttiu^ ]^e Mf0 fn m; tiette / 
SLnSi izt f e ma? not tie : 
Bettoene |?m ann W toife / 31 ^?fCe / 
SI lita\»;t t|e} f0 Dtatoen amptCe / 
3 tofU toete/ Coo laue 3 tUlCe / 
^oto tlat lit tnpH be. 

mi 
Xet on a Ha? aftejtoatti^to tie pavfbn |e ;etie/ 
%o lo^otD ntone/ anb |e ne m?;t Cpete: 
]5tot|e}/ quob t|e pajfon/ t|u talti0 UtuU lebe 
i^oto t|u folU0 in nt; Hett/ tle^-of i)S all m? 
ftreie/ 
iSnb jet t|u ma; not t|e / 
^^tfiH I t|tt t»a0 mp falie|0 vgtt I • 
SM lotDfe ano lonne / t|at ioDa0 fo fepie / 
lilnli euej t|Ott Ipbe^ in Qf^pa;^/- 
dfillat ixttoll / lots ma; tbi0 If ? 
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3 nf>ot ]^otD it fa^ / frntrnvj am tie*]^pnDt/ 
JFCoi to Ufff manl? flit cotiu mt it it^ntie/ 
31 fbiH tnil? ft? toi^at 3| tti^nto in m; mpniit* 
'Q^lif pajfon Cf^He / tin nu tellr* 
Sto^ej / tie Ufa / be Cepnt jaibon/ 
^it (0 a pjeeft men c^it0 aj Hotin/ 
pi^ a felotD fuioto f non / 
SM &latoe0 be bet;0 t$e bell. 

l^^m fsalK anO cu^tetCe 31 f?nlie euej moo / 
l?e tiatp^ anQ ennignfi and C^ngd toel tfier^too/ 
l^e t»te(tel0 anti lepi0 ano ca^ tlie Son alto* 
B^otlietr / quoQ t^e pajCbn/ bettfe lame t^u po/ 
&o a0 31 tl^e fap / 
Zff tl^ m?|t tof t$ anj? gpnne 
Ciie tietCell otot of tbe cfiaumbe^ topnne / 
■^e Came t^at t|iet ma&e toater in / 
SLnh btpng It me 31 t^e puig. 
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Btotlier / tie itin &l(t!)lj> / t|ii totl f^a it tocoft : 
3|t t0 a rotontie baCifti/ 31 '^atie ^it in mp tfioit 
ia0 ptiuel? a0 f^u ma? / tfiat ^ft be Ifnet fi|ou;t / 
!^f t|e faft on ttii toa? / lofte tjiu tat? no;t/ 
iSnD come aga^ne anone. 
^amt»a}ti0 con tie ttHf / 
C^er no longer tooioe tie bptie / 
SLtna t^en ^i0 toife began to c^ptie/ 
IBecauCe tie come To Cbne» 

Xii 
^t %tnt tip t^e tiaC?n / anb fottt can tie face / 
%ai %t came to ^i0 brottiev tooUie ^e not rpace» 
%^t pa^Con to&e ttie baCpn / anb to W c^aumbej 

ft bare/ 
Slni a prtue ejcpetiment tone ^e totogtlt ttiaje / 
aina to W btottiec be Ce^He M bttttie / 
Holte ttitt tnbete tiie baC^n fette/ 
Sim in tbat place i^u bit Cett / 
SLtOt tban/ be Cefb/tDitb^ototpn lette/ 
Come agapne tigtit Ctopttie* 



y Google 



xm 

l^e toftf t^t batgn/ aim fott^ [$e] tomt/ 
lailen $10 tDf& ]^;tn Catn / |ic bcototjS fljie up 

931$? tiaCe t$i titot^nr Co Cone t$r tiotm Cent r 
$ttm?}t neur^ be for pur / 31 &noto it t)erantmt/ 
<^tiat ttitt come0 $oim Co n»;t$e» 
iptap / tie Cefti / mp Ctoetpng / 
1 motte talte a UtuU tfi^ng/ 
Siua to m? tirot$et J mot tit tici»ng/ 
JFfbj Cum it f$aU male tilitge* 

yitj 
Jn to ||{0 efiaumtier priuelp toent $e tfiat tptie / 
SLni Cett Hotone tbe baC^tt be t$e hibttt atie/ 
!^e to&e W l(t)e at Hi^tDpCe / anti Cb^tfi tan fie title* 
&$e toafai glan tfiat tie toente/ anti ba&e §pm 
not abpDe : 
^ir ^tit began to glatie. 
&$eanone/n?tt$oo/ 
^letoacaponortiDOo/ 
SLvSi ot^tv gone mete ttie^^too 
battel? i|)e maoe* 
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aai|enaaft|pnfftDa02eii;/Q)etmtafmat3|o!in/ 
|9rturiH/ at & potortw jau/ 00 ttttl a0 an? Hon: 
'^^e? non anO titonkn 00 t|d tonre toonte to 

Done/ 
tIDfll ttiat ti^apm M to UVbt tn to son/ 
&oftl? ano ttiOe. 
dOlittifn a Uttdl to^ile ai Holin con toake / 
ianti mlii0 toater (e moS make/ 
!^e toift toiler $e CliuUie t^e IiaC?n talf / 
lEU|t at §i0 otone toiOe. 

^e tofce 4e Iia(?n to ma&e \»atec (n / 

^f m?^t not ffet W !ionlii0 atoc; all t|«( imtbt 

to to?n/ 
^iiS tjanW0 foo tfie barjn mpjt fit not ttojm 
aiasf/ feft 01 lotin/ i'oto iliall g noto btgijnne ? 
l?are 10 Rtm toptjctaftr, 
iffafte tfjt 6at?n ton tie JoUie/ 
iSlnli all ]^f0 bon? tcemeln Cot tolQe/ 
Eeuec tfien a t ponntie ^e tnoUie 
^Jat lift toere tvo fipm rafte* 
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Ki??t a0 a cfiopman il^ulbe Cell 1)10 toaje/ 
^|e baCpn m tl)e e^aumber bettoi;t; W ^ontit^ 

b^ba^e: 
.^|>e topfe toasf aff^ebpa Ije ttobe Co long: t^are / 
jami affeia to'^p Co/ '^It toag a npce Caje 
»>o ftitte tbej to Sonbe. 
aai'&at / toomait / l&e Cnb / (n gobe Cap / 
^bu muft '^elpe/ giCtbu map/ 
^bat tbi0 baCpn toere atoap / 
!^it tortl not Cro mp '^onbe^ 

xm [lette/ 

Sapftert tf&e gobrtopft/ Cor no tbpnffe toolbeilbe 
ainb bot^e '^ir '^onbi^ on tbe baCpn (be Cette / 
^5u0 Cone toere tljai botlje Call / anb Ije neuer 
tSe bette^ [i-mette 

i^it toa0 a mplte CeliClbippe a man to ^mt 
2Be bap or be npjt 
^b^P began clepe anb crpe 
^0 a toenc'&e ti&at lap tljame hi^z / 
^bat (be (bulbe come on '^pe 
'^irobelpe/jiClbempjt. 
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(Elpaett t^e \x>tnt^ / et f^t toa0 fialfe toa&eti / 
SLtib tan to fiej mai(trp0 all balp na&eli ; 
aia0 / Cefa '^fr maia?p0 / tofio ^afe t^fe Coroto 
ma&eti ? [toere flap&eti: 

!&elpe tW ftaCpn toere atoep / t^at oure Coroto 
!^ere 10 a Co?p c'&aunce^ 
^0 t^e ftaCpit i|e toencfie <|)e tafte / 
jf foj to ^elpe fiali i|ie ea(te / 
Cl)u0 toere t^ep Cone alle tfire fafte : 
%it toa0 a npce Baunce. . 

C'&er tjei HaunCpli all t^e npjt till tfie Con con 
tpCe/ [ffiCe/ 

^t clerfee rang t^e Hap-ftell/ a0 '^It toa0 '^i^ 
!^efeneto '^fe ma(ftej0 councell antiWtvt.Att/ 
l^e tjojt ^z tDa0 to lonff to Cep 5i0 CerupCe / 
!^t0 matpit0 be ^e mojoto. 
^oftlp anti Sille tfiilier l^e ;etie/ 
caifjen lie come tljiliej lie tofee pHe fieUe/ 
l^oto t|)at W matter toa0 (n grett areae / 
SMb brought in sitt Co^oto. 
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XXi 
anon a0 fir 3|of)n can Ce/ fje began to call : 
Be t^at toome tljet come Hoton fmto tje l^all / 
2fll!)P ffoo ?e Coo ? quoa t^e cleriie / |)it 10 f^mit 

forpoualle/ 
aaifip ffoo je Co naiipli ? foule mot poto falle : 
^Ije baCpn i^alle poto froo* 
Co tie ftaCpn Je malie a bjapHe / 
ana botf&e §10 '^onlii^ tfieron '^e lepHe / 
%1it fu?ft tooi&e t&at tf&e clerlie CepHe/ 
£lla0/\D^at(|)all3|tioo. 

%^t carter f?o tje fialle'-Hure ert^ can'&e t^roto / 
MlitS a (l)euell in 5(0 '^anlie/ to mate (t clene/ 3 

trotoe / 
Sai^en fie Ca\D t^a^m go roun&e &pon a roto / 
l^e toenlie |)ft |abe bene folt0 of tbe fa^r / be 
tolfibitmbl^Cato/ 
^z Ceiae be toolUe allap / 3 toplte* 
5Hnnetb b^ fiurft 1^ in for fere / 
iaile / Caue tbe clerfee / nafepn toere : 
afllben be Cato tbe toencb ffo tbere/ 
%m tbojt bit toent amplle. 
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XXlll 
%^z toene^e toad W Cpeefall/ tfiat ^opptli on 

t^e rotate* 
Hette g:o tie baCpn / or tfiu (l^alle daue a elotote : 
^t W 4^ toencS toitt a i|)e&eU aboue on t|)e 

totote/ [Hotote/ 

C^e (|)et3?U (ticiieti t^ere faS/ toit^otote anp 
Sitib ^t l^enffett on t^e entie* 
%^z carter / \s^ii^ a Corp cfiaunce/ 
among tfiaim alle ^e leli tfie liatonce/ 
3n (Enslonae/ fecotlonn / ne in jfjaunce / 
SI man i|)ultie non 6cfi fpnlie. 

Wft [ftounne/ 

^i^e gotieman anb t|)e pajCon come in t^at 
jaile t^at fapre feiaiiip natonCpng; tf&ei founUe/ 
CJe gone man Ceili to fir 3lo!)n/ 6e cocfejS Ctoete 

toounUe/ 
'ST'^u flljalle leCe t^ine Jameffe / or a c pounlie / 
^rul? ti^u f^lU not ci^eCe* 
feir 3|o|n CeiB / fn gone fap / 
l^elpe t5i0 ftaCpn toeje atoep / 
Slxib ti^at mone totU 3| pa; / 
<Ei 3 15(0 fiajne^ leCe^ 
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Wit paiCPit ctiarmpti tfie bar^n/ t^at it fell t$atm 

€iitig man t$en 'battel? on tl^aire toe? can goo : 
ll^t prerS toent out of contte/ foe Cjiame lie 

^anet^oo: 
Sltiti tten ti^af leuj^n t^aite letotnefCe / ann litti 
no more foo / 
But ^otx toj^fe ano toaie* 
Wi\x& tfie ptieman ami W topfe 
%-eupti toffener toitg.otot ftr^fe : 
9^a?p / for 5(tr (oge0 fpfe / 
g)|eltie t>0 aUe fto caje. 
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Wl^€ ifmcElBKE iaiUSD %^€ T5iDW. 

i (BiDa) tf&at lieplie ffor t>0 all / 
ana Uraitciie apfell aitli gall/ 

l&epe goto otot of blame / 
ana fftant t^em bdd6 lepffe ana long 
^Ijat topi leften to Conge / 

ana tent to mp talfee. 

a ^fier toa0 a man in tlje^ contje 

^Sat'&aatopffe^tSre/ 
lBepmep0oftpme: 

Bep t^e terft topffe a Cone '^e fiaa 

C^at toa0 a l^ape? laaae / 
ana apartep'&epnae/ 
Cortep0 '^e toag ana iiepnae. 

Hi !&e0 ffat^er lotouea ^tm toell/ 
©ot f)e0 ftep^aame neuet a aell/ 

$ tell poto a0 J t^eniie : 
fe)c|)e tfiototj loft / fie m roae / 
^Jat apaae t^e hope mtv goae / 

apaermetorajepnfee* 
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(b airt m for Co^t t^attoa^ ftaWie/ 

ffl)ft fie toa0 affonl* 
^t0 name/ ^etopl mot fcje ffare/ 
fl)fte Cc^e Hen fte bop caje/ 
ia0 ffer a0 ft^e tio^a. 

t> ^ tier |)uCbonli gan Ccfie Cap / 
i&oot tie bote atoep / 

^pattl^otol^aaijeie: 
3 toe0 l^rt p0 a corCeH lane / 
g toolUe Com man ^em ^alie/ 

^^at toolUe '^em better C^apftpfe. 

bi C^an be-'Cpafee t^e pn man/ 
for Copt / tie CepHe/ Ham/ 

l^e j^pongofaffe: 
!^e Ccbali bepHe toftft me tbe0 t^ep pece/ 
Cell fie be oCmore potopeje/ 

Co toenne better toage^* 

till Mle Jaffe a man/ a gret ffrefee / 
Cbat p0 pn Cellie / Iiepp0 ouje net/ 

l&e aepp0 all tje Dap : 
^t Cc^all com bome/ Co (006 me ftelUe/ 
anH tbe bop Ccpall 50 pnto tfje ffeilie / 

Co feepe tpe befteg tbeje* 
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Mi 'arje to«pft ttumj latmnmt/ 
feejj/tlarto parent/ 

S (ottie ^et U t^t bea* 
iS)n tbt mojoto / to^an ^et toa0 Hap / 
%lt leptell Ijop tofee tje torp 

f;c Upon |)e0 ft^ollieje lie caft lie0 ttaffe/ 
flDff no man pe ne tare paffe/ 

M fflan tie toa0 pnoto : 
Jpfbjet "^e toent / t^e io?t to Cap / 
Cell (e cam on a plapne/ 

1|e0 fiepner fforet lie bare* 

y aailien lie W date / |iet \oa& bane / 
■Septell gep thereof lie iatie/ 

iann pot liet op anon : 
l^e feplie/ me? name lotopsf me not/ 
Be (0oD t^at me Heie liotot^ / 

die0 p0 a bare bane. 

Xi Sapon a liell Je "^em fet/ 
an tDolDe man toitj |iem mtt/ 

Com over toalfepnof be t^e toep* 
(Boon CpeDe / pli Cone /tit Copt to Tap i 
ana Je feplie/ toeltome/ be mep ffep* 
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xii ^5e tootoe man ftj?ae / 1 ^nmtttott / 
l^att t^oto 01WJ? mm yn ttore/ 

iffor to pffe me ? 
'aCie Vitg\bt lepa / Co (BoB mz Caffe / 
^ioto Ct^alt l^aSe foc^e au p tiaSe/ 

oaieUcomft^allpebe. 

Xifi ^tie toolbe man toa0 glaHHe/ 
ianli tfian tofce Cocfie ad jbe l^atilie / 

ianb malie l^nn rppt mejep. 
%iz toolOe \Dan tDa0 peSee to ptefe/ 
lie me anb mane ^tm toell at ?e0 / 

m f e?ie / Con / ff onamaiCe? / 

xib jffo} ^e; met tl^at ti^u |a(t pffe me / 
S Ct^ail ffeffie tje pefte^ tfjre/ 

^(otD Ceiialte tiem not Sorgett 
Tlht bote Ceplie/ Jet ?0 fteft / p troto / 
jfu)} me to $affe a botoe* 
at ftertieiS ffo? to CC&ete. 

jcb (laifien t|e bate? tfie botoe bent/ 
ainn rte acoto0 onliej tlje belt/ 

^^e^of ie latoe lotolie: 
l^e Cepne / Jan p noto a peppe/ 
arti Set toere neuer Co lepte / 

ttS^n toere j rept^e merep* 
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Xi>i SI peppe Ci|)an i^oVd |ia& allCo/ 
^ff troto not CtjaU ^et m / 

1 Hoe t^t otote of tiotote : 
m tf at CcSall ttje pej»pe %m 
&tSallnotttinnaere/ 

aSot lepe anti Hand abotnte. 

xUi S^ftSatCt^aUt^et^otiebe? 
(3ii«m ? CciaU geft tje tljrep/ 

l^le boto loXoi^z lotoDe / 

sum Cepoe/ r?r/ ? ^afe pnptoe/ 

jct)ui 'QC^e tootot man tCTlif / 1 t^t pl«?te/ 

•gtsoto nijait wt mt J t^t ^^hw ♦ 

gte? on anti nou let te* 
<<liz botopt feplie t^an/ 
3n ffept^e 1 fiaffe a ttepname / 

^t^t ffares ffuU ^it^ mt. 

3t <Btib t|at me Dece botot^ / 
&c^e aare0 pn mej> ffate : 
aZft^at tegme ft&e Mn Co / 
If toeioe u^e Cc^oOie let a blatt ffo / 
•tESat mepfte rpnp aU tje pla0. 
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XX ^5e tooUc man Cep to Jem tjo / 
fliUi^eii Ceje lofiP0 on tl^e Co 

&eje Cc^^all btgen to blotoe : 
ail t|)at map 5^ Sere 
fec]&all not Jemfelffr ttn^/ 

jBot lian0 on a rotoe* 

xxi iFfaretotll/ CepBe t§e toolUe mam 
iffarrtoell/ CepHe tfie cfjeplUe a^gepn/ 

S tjanfee me? lepffr of poat of tpe: 
(Poll / tjat p0 moft of meptfe / 
{^affetge/boW&etfteHapanHtgenePtte. 

(Coliamarup / leplie tje botoe^ 

jTjrii ^)en |e brotoe totoartie tjt neptje / 
l^omara ^z toent reptje / 

£10 tDa0 ^t0 O2litnan0 : 
l^e tofee be0 pegpe ana began to blotoe / 
anti all 9£0 better on a ro\oe 

abotote bem gon .fiance 

xxili tCSojftoentJrppppnfft&orotortetotopn/ 

!^e0 befteiS flfoiotoen ^tmht]i tpe fotone/ 

* # * 

aailien fie JaB DOt Jem bp jeuejpcbone / 
l^e toent |>om tone anon/ 
l^nto tjei^alll^ebpti goe^ 
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xxit 1&C0 ffattiet at tmttt Cam/ 
%U leptcU Ijoto injrti toril ttiat/ 

jam r«rti to pem rwiu 
^e ftpOr / «fatier/ (Poll t^t Coeltt / 
an potow ifttjs p 6affe tinn 6roioDtr» 

a capim^ lege tie tokt liem tdm. 

jcjij 'C^t stttun W natmsfliejt fart 

* » * 

ami ftacru m ttett Sace. 
antianontdieUtatilafi/ 
<C^at all tte compmrp \om a<saS / 

<^t toe^ ;n tr^at pla?0* 

ydji all t^ep lotoif anil ftatif goli game/ 
C^r toepCe toepppb fEoc mtam/ 

aim todtir be a<tDep goAf. 
•^Cle liap ftpiir/ to^l vm topt/ 
'Airiest pnne toast torn (t^ot / 

anti ^et tiati bfpn a aoiu 

rjcWl Cortaito Cttje loiipft on J«n t^o / 
anotlier moft ti^tm ooo 

&ctie toa0 not tneu ttottrren. 
<^e bop Cepbe / toell poto Cr 
l^otD tmp name can let a petet fRt. 
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xxiiii SLll t^ep lotoe anli ^ati ptv gatm. 
%fit \Depffe toent atorp ffor Ccfiatm / 

&e|e tDa0 foil of ic^o^oto. 
^te ffon man CfpBr/ iam/ p tjep toe?/ 



iFfojlCrp/tentepffept/ 

Ctep ffere ^ not alt to bojoto^ 

xxix Slftirtoertie/ a0 pe ma? litre/ 
%o Ae i^otoft com a ffrepre / 

Co lep t§ere all neptbe^ 
%13^ toepffe lotopb l^em a0 a (ei^nt/ 
£lnon to 1^ rt9t maHe complaint/ 

ianii tolOe |em all a^rep^e^ 

XXX 92Ile l^affe a botoe ?n t$e (otoft/ 
ia corCeli cnaffe ffo^ t^ nonpiai/ 

lietiepjBi me meii?ll care : 
f har nat itAt fiem t^ion/ 
9 am aCci^ameli / be Cent 3|o|in / 

tlTo tell poto ]boto ? ffare^ 

xxxl fl^et^e Jem wi tfjt ffeKie to^noroto / 

iSet bem anb bo b^tn Cojoto/ 

. ianb ma&e tbe bo? lame. 

iSDttob t^e ffre?re/ J tcball btmmetbe. 

I^c^^e prepbe fiem not fo^gept/ 

9Do tfie bo? Ccl^ame* 
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xxxii g ffej tje tiop0 a mta 6etie : 
il^atbet^ebo^atDectie/ 

l^t BTetWfS me Co tore, [mette/ 
itiuoii t^e ftepte/ aim 3 map t^e nop 
31 toeU ^em bet^e batte and Cepbe / 

•Cjoft me neuer more. 

xxxiii Ciie ttottie on t^e mojoto ropsf / 
aim to tpe ffeUie tone ^e gopss / 
^t& beSejS Sot to titepSe. 
'C&e tfcepre lepppb otot at tje jatt/ 
^e toentie to com to lati^e / 
ianb ran Sortie anb blept^e. 

jcrrib aai^en be cam bpon a lonb/ 

ILeptell (Bepnfcpn tbere be sonbe / 

Heppng be0 betted ecbone : 
TSov/ be tepbe/ (Bob geffe tbe ttjame/ 
mm baft tboto bo to tbe? bame r 

i:eUtbob)meanon: 

j;rrb IBottboto can aCfeotoCe tbe/ 
Cbob) Ct^alt a«bep/ p tiU t^tf 
f^o leenger p toell a»bpbe. 
Cate be repbe/ff?ep?e/tobatbepUietJe? 
9^ bame f are0 a0 toell ajS tgob)/ 
janbtftatpsfgretpetbe/ 

Soi^at beplbe0 t|e to c^epbe ? 

Digitized by LjOOQiC 



XtxU ^^t bo\B Ce^tie / toell ^oto toet 
l&oto p can nie iier6?0 Ccjete / 

jatiti otfiej t|i;tige0 allCco ? 
ffonajt leptjU bernc t^at tl&u Cepft Tet / 
I? recall JerftSett/ 

ana geff 5^ t^e^ 

xxx^li %^t 6ejtie Cam on a 6repre : 
fec^et on / quo& ije ffrepte/ 

^Ijat toottie ? ffapne ft* 
!&e ^et t^t bn&e on tl^e ie&e/ 
CJat rcSe flfm lioton Helie/ 

00 fforrter mept^e Ccfie ffllee* 

xxxbiil Wit flErepre pto t|e lioCclie^ toent/ 
?ap the bettie ffor to limt / 

^em tfiotot ^zt toa0 toell liopn : 
d)e bop caS atoep ||t0 botoe 
MlSejtiep anon / a0 3 trotoe/ 
ana tolie 1)00 pppe anom 

jrwiJi: ^iS fone a0 tje flfrepre tje pppe l^er&e / 
ja0amaa tnanfit fera/ 

l^e began to lepe ana aan0 abototfi. 
iamong t9ebufc^p0 Cmale ana gm 
%^t ffrere flfaft gan leppe / 
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rl %^t iit;rt0 fcrat fiem vn t|e ffaj^0 / 
iami vn matit? an ^Dotger pla^sf / 

^liat fatt lie pn to bletie: 
^r tent fie0 tlotfies! be? anb be?/ 
^e0 cope anb fies! fcapulare?/ 

SLn'a m be^ tootber toebe^ 

;cU ^fie bo? lotobe anb bleto amonge/ 
'Ebe ffijejw lep?b ?n tbe boCcfte^ ?u?0: 

^ bopp^b toonberie? be?* 
Cbe bo? legbe/ anb lotofie toitbaU/ 
^5^0 ?0 a iport wall 

jfor a lorb to fe?. 

rlil iattfielaa t|)effje?releff?b op f^p l^onbe/ 
a Cejbe/ ? fjaffe banCeb bere all to lange- 

J pre? tbe/ bolbe tge ttell/ 
!^ere tntp ttotot ? ple?t tbe 
Cboto Ctgalt not baffe no |a;me ffot me* 

^ben Ce?be tje bo? anon/ 
Crepe otote at t^e ffeitger re?be/ 

a2le?tle? tjat tfioto toe?e ffon* 

xllii Cbe ffre?je otot off tbe bolTcbe^ toent 
ail to*rao;?be / all to-rent/ 
Coien on euer? re?be ; 
(|[lnne?e0 bab lie a clo?t 
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if for to torap ]&esf prebepte / 
l^tsf liarnepsf ffoj to tieplie* 

jclit iau t^at ftpH t^e ttrme Ce/ 
Mlejeffapiieftortoffle/ 
^e; toent fie l^ati tie tootr. 

jrtt Ml^m 5e cam to fiesf tooft/ 
iDffi liesf gornep Je malie no lioft/ 

^0 fftet not^er to Tmale* 
SBoc^e foroto w tert fie fialie/ 
(Cue^p man of ^em toa0 lira&e/ 

diOllitn ^e cam ?n to t^e fialL 

xlti C^e toepfe feplie/ ffrepte / to^ere ftaft 

tl^oto liepn ? 
3|n cojCeli pla0 fo t^tnkgt me / 

Hefeelt? te t^pne arap* 
2Dame / p cum flEram tficp Con / 
Wiz littopU ^emrriffe otop^com / 

iffor no man |iem map* 

jclWf dfllitl^ tljat cam pn tfie go& man/ 
C^c tocpffe Cep&e to Jem t^an/ 

%rep0 affolUarape: 
^licp Con / t^at j?0 Icffe an& Here / 
l^aet almoft aapn otore Ijolep flErcjre/ 

iaia0/ Ccje Cejlic/ anli toelatoep. 
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xlbiii %^t atib man feptt/ benetitette/ 
aQlatjap0 tje boj Do to tje ? 

CeUmetortpototltt. 
&?i/fir?6^tS^fift^^?t^/n4pHmDt|)erprte/ 
l^e ma&e me lian^ / magre mep lieDli / 
»n tje 6re?re0 ana bpftfies / toitti 
l^ap a^botott^ 

rUji; tlTbe pti man fepte ta l^tm tfio / 
^loto meptp0 a be ftlapen Co / 

^W San hvn gret Cem 
feer / Ceptie t^e ftrejre / be toote laHep / 
^tfi vvm toent Co mejelej? / 

Csat p cotot neuet blem 

I Wjtn ^tt tiroto totoarD neptbe/ 
%ljt bop ff^n bom bem &ptp / 

ja0 liet toa0 fie0 toone. 
{LQlben be cam pnto i^z ball / 
!&e0 ffatbej can 1itm call / 

anb Tejbe/ com better Con : 

U OOlbat baS tboto bo to tbe ffrepre ? 
^ell me toitbotote {eCpiw* 
if&tber / be Ce?be/ pn B:ob rfape/ 
^ bpb no tb?ng to bem to-^bap/ 
2Bot ppppb to Jem a Cprpng^ 
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Hi C&at pppe / quon t%e goa man / tooKi p 

(Bon fEottftiUj/ quDO ttie tEcepte: 
Cftat ?0 an rapU wiipnff* 
CBHSS/quon tje gon man/ i? (BonjfS gcag, 
ISe ffctprt trcjett / otot ana ala0 / 
SLntt W !)an&!»0 nea torepng* 

«tt iFfot dPoaap? loffe/ quoa tte tErcjte/ 
•anantoeuttiepppeSere/ 
^pnaemetoapoft: 

ffor note p can non ottjec rrtftf / 
;otana v 6an0/ p am hot nttxttt/ 
a^eplepfepfttjaUloCe. 

Uti fettonff ropeiS t^tv i&ent ?n i^anae/ 
'E'^t ffJJT'w on'-ttU a poft tie? 6ona / 

^n tmatoatti oC t(e tall, 
all tftat at the Coper fam 
Hotole ana jaa goa came att/ ^ ^, 

janafepae/ tpeff jepce C^all notffall: 

It Slna fej»ae/ pppe on / coa ton/ 
mitti t^at i»aucr Aoto toelt 
iffiatter / |e Cej>ae /Co mot ? ttic / 
He C^all laffe gret plente. 
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Ito anon as peuer t^z p?pe toent/ 
^t)e?e [n]a0 on t|at ftell ttoUe/ 
Bot t^en aliotot tftep Iepp& : 
au tfiat ti^ti t^e pppe Qerc 
Cotoft not tfiemCetee ftere* 

ItH C^e ffo& man ao& (n no tipCppre / 
ffiut toejt^elep rosf ffro l^esf Copere/ 

MlitJ rpffllt a BOO cijere* 
feom leppli oto>r tpe ftoke/ 

iana Com aombelp& pn t^e ffepje* 

Itjiii %^t gooo toepto cam all ht^tpribz/ 
SLxib icljarpelep pn Ccfie lofee/ 
aaifien Telle lo&& on Ijer Con jafee / 
aaieptelep ^tv mlt rpafee / 
ianli t^e toepn& fiegan to erafee* 

lix ^effrepretoas allmoft tietie/ 
^t ctoiieti l)ej$ lieti agenjS tfie poS/ 

!^e |)a& none otftet ffra^: 
^Je ropp0 torong ^em 6p ^e Cfeen / 
dat tie blob Dotone l^et ran 

3|n mane? ati£puar0 plasf. 

Ix tlTbe liotoe ppjpti ijnto t^e ftrete/ 
Cgepleppli after / all tfie Jepe / 
^^er na0 nat on cotoeti ftent : 
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%hti^ ran otot of t^e lior fo tfiefee / 
%W Jtt^n: (fell pn otfiers neiie/ 

l;ri ^^zt nepbtrg tljat DtoeUp& t^ere be? / 



In placesf tjere ttjep Cat/ 



itl^ lepp& toegteleg ouer t^e |jac|e/ 
^0 toepteiep tl&ep toere to lepe^ 

Irii tip ttep ftart tfiat ftet Jam / 
^otfie lesf an& ^tU more: 
^ijep ran toeptelep / tje fopt to Cap/ 
|?nto tfie ftrete t^tv tatie tl^e toep / 
&om as! nalipb as! tfiep toere bore* 

l;rfu Mlfien ttiep toere geliereli all aliotot/ 
^liere toa0 a gret Ccfiotote 

gn metitoarli of tfie ttret: 
&om toere lame ana mept not p / 
iana £et tl^ep began to lians! allvo 

wn i^ontie^s! anti on ffe^t 
Ixi^ %^t bop CepHe/ Jet psf beft to reft* 
H^tH ffatber fejUe / p l&ol&e Jet beft / 

21011^ a ffiati cliere : 
feeps! on / fone/ tol^eh tboto toelte/ 
if for tjes (s! tl^e merpft feft 

%W V ^^l^ tt^J* ftpen e?r* 
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I;ct) f^^m to^an tie? tiab UnUH all/ 
feom lotol^e anU ^ati 5006 game/ 

anu fom !&ati manw a MI. 

Cljoto «Eal0 boM / fwae t^t ftttpvt / 
» fomon t^t aftow tje amftje?* 

l;1ii Hoke tftoto bt tbere ffrwHap/ 

a^epmffe fttiaU mm toftli tfie tfiere/anU 

? map / 
^ ^ "aro re?c t^e? eranb be»fform. 
3afeef£piie/pmafecafbur/ 
i?ama0celiej>a0t5oto/ 

^nb tbot0 toelt 00 to^mo^oto. 

Ijcbft iff?epbape cam / && pe map bece/ 
Bopt Jafee anb be^ tttpbame anb tbr 
an iff toffebpr met : [ffrure 

Cbe pppe cam pnto tbe platf / 
'O^e offeciaU toa0 Cct 
l;ctitu Cbcre toa0 mocbe to bo/ 
9pateriS more tban on or to/ 

Boptc toftb pcea anb toftb tlcrfce : 
&om bab teftmmtc0 for to prcffe : 
anb fom ffomm/ be potor ftffe/ 
^ab ttrofepg btt^ekig^ tbe Itffps pn 
tbe barw* 
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Ixix (Ctwcp man pot ffoiet iess tan : 
ll^m cam ftoret Capiajs / 

anH 3|atip0 ttepHatne allfo: 
CJe ffce?te tooe/ to mot ? t^e / 
I? tjaffe l»rotot§ a ftoj? to t^e / 

•EJat toecltet mefepU tooo* 

Ijcy !t?e P0 a ffcet negcemanCar / 
In 1^orlepan0 ?0 not beg pm/ 

©ep mtv trotot^ / 3 troto : 
H^t ?0 a toecSe/ quon 5e0 ftepaame : 
•gr^an jet taple fie toejt^e 

?LotDti began to fifoto. 

Iwi &om lotolje / toCtboutpn efaple : 

sm Com fepbe / bam / ftop tfiep taple / 

•gtboto toereciJ^ all amw. 
SDam/ quob tbe offerfatt/ 
'Cell mt^etbe? tale/ 

net not ffor all tfiesJ. 

Ixxii 'Stbe toepfe toa0 ffe?6 of a trafee/ 
jBat on toorbe more ftbe Cpafee / 

feit^e berft not (for brebe* 
'l£^t ffrejre fepbe / To mot v t^e / 
lBop/tl)e0p0lonpoftl)e/ 

(Euell mot tbe rpebe. 
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Ixmi <Wiit ffrepce tmt / fpt offeoaU / 
<m0 bov toeli roml)p?e all / 

IBot Be bt t^mi>ttb : 
f for t^tiS 6op tapt a pppe 
OQlell ma&e ^ejs Hand pnep / 

Cell bo^tt btnzfi bm. 

Ixxib %U ofSttm feplie / Co mote vtbt/ 
Wtpjpetoellpfe: 

^t lepHe / bop / bt& btt tiere ? 



gefccr/bemepttap: 
ianon pppe 1)0 a lap / 
8Lnb mafce all i^ttt, 

Ixxb ^bt ofiEectall t^e pppe Sent/ 



SLvsn bloto tell l)e!S broto ^en bent/ 

Bot thereof tarn no gle. 
'€bi offeciall tepHe / tbi& pu notot^ / 
25e (Boll t^at me Sere btot^e/ 
?^et psf not toort^e a ftlo. 

l.r jiJl Be mep ffa? / qoH t^e ffrepre/ 
'^ir^e bop can mafee Set pppe tlcre / 

g beftro btm ftor jeg meUe. 
'W-bt offeciall ban t^e bop afap. 
^ap/ qon t^e ffrepre / bo t^at atoap/ 
Jpftc tjat p fforbeUe* 
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Ixx^ii ^pe on/ qoti tfie offeetaU/ anti notCpare* 
^e ffrepre ftegan to ftare* 



Jjafee fie0 pjpe fjent 
ton ' 



ja0 tone a0 (Kalie began to bloto / 
iau t^e? lep^ti on a rotoe / 
£lnti ronte abotot tfie? toent* 

IjCjttitf %ht offetiall fiati to gret tiaft / 
^Qat bopt )e0 te|enj?0 braft / 

iapon a bloiip0 ^ttibt* 
%ljt tlttkgsi to 6an0 tbej bem Cpeti / 
anb Com all tbet ejniie icbeb / 

iainb torn tbet be&e0 rent 

IXXiX SLtib font taft tfjet bofej? at tbe toall/ 
jann Com ouet ^et SelbtopjS can ffall/ 

&o toe^tlep tbep leppb^ 
'atbere toasf toit^otot let/ 
tlTberttombjUeb on a bepe/ 
MQTbe? banteb all abototbe* 

Ixxx SLrib peber tbe ffrepte crefb otot/ 
g map no lengg^ ban0 ffior topt / 

P^ b^ff^ lolt b^lff^ tne? cob xoare 
Mlben p banteb pn tbe tbomejS* • 
&om to crep tbep began/ 
9^ep bofee psf all tO'-toren : 
1 
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&om crei^ti \Bttgotot let / 
Sint Com bib fioo^ 

Ixxxi feom Ceptie fiet toasf a 50& ffame/ 
anil Com Cejlie tfiep toere lame/ 

I? map no lepnger Cfeeppe: 
^omtianieti Co long/ 
^ell tfie? ^tlbz otot tl^e totonge/ 

ianli anetl^e mept Sepe^ 

Ixxxii C^e oflfeciall began to ftare/ 
anu Cep&e/ Jaflfe Cor t^ep Jepre/ 

fetentoCttolaW 
iain& boltielep ^aC&e of me 
QOlfiat t^oto toelt fiaCe Cor t^^ gle / 

S Cc^all tje reliep pap* 

IXXXiii tlTben to ftenli lafee began : 

^|e offeciall toa0 a toerep man / 

seep trotoet P'-plept p t^e^ 
^lie^toaiS agon gle/ 
ianli Ce^&e tfie toorft tfjat euer tjep Ce / 

iftbr liet toa0 nere neptft. 

ixxxii ^ben beCpafee tbe offeciall/ 
SLtib leptlep (Bafee can call/ 
^esfpjpebefiemS^nt/ 
janti gaffe Jem W0/ 
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Sltib mn more Jesf ftleCpng/ 
jFfor tjat mere? ffet* 

IjcjTjtt SQl^m (0afie 1^^ tfiat mone? ^ent/ 
anonjomarft fje tomt / 

(0latit|iereDftoa0ge: 
ianti affter/ p on&etftontit/ 
!^e toajceb a toor&elep mare|antie/ 

ia man of gret liegce^ 

Iwrti ^t& ttep&amt / ? bar Cap / 
SDorS timer after t^at tia^ 

il^at toonlep one0 tieiplefe^ 
Cfiep lotopH toge&jr all t^re / 
^zfi ffat^er/ ]&e0 ttepHame/ an& Je/ 

after pn gret ep0^ 

IXXXbii Sinh tj^at t^ep tieU / Copt to Cap / 
Cl&o l^etopn Qep tofee t^e toe? / 

aailtgototpn enep me0- 
^Dto (0oti tl^at trpeb Sor 00 all/ 
janti tiran&e a^Celt an& gall/ 
©rpng tbem all to tfiep 6le0 / 
W^M befeuet on tje name 3l9C* 
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NOTES ON THE BASYN. 



Stanza I. — Gloss, byriy are — ellis, otherwise — tpelUt, spells^ 
games— ^^, music— gamiTie, game— jre, ye — motue^ may— ^fcere, 
hear— loM, truth — hym dere, dear to him — tamme, together. 

St. II. — Gloss, the toHf the one (perhaps a corrupt form 
derived from the Sax. that &n) — evre,heir— ioej, waxed, grew 
-^horoy through— gcxitiM tande, Uod^s sending— Ao^, held, 
considered — thoxt^ thoughtr-<rot{;^A,knew — nozt^ nou^^t^-ti^rox^, 
wrought, did. 

St. III. — Gloss, on^ one — ryoe^ readil]^— ^un^Au;^^, without — 
tacky spot, blemish— «macAe, taste— 6tt^ xify but if, imless. 

St. IV.— <}lo6s. zerey yeait— rnycu//, much— «io«^Aer, neither 
— tertfey.table'Hmys, once. 

St. V. — Gloss, con tkunkCy began to think— «if^e<e, sweat — 
noynkcy labooi^— 6fl^, bdly— - i i ft/g r, nether— ii^ieiufe, spent — he- 
/3t/%> quickly. 

St. VI.— iorecA, fellow — mm dcly some part — tUchy slake, al- 
lay— ^/ecA, fetcb-^ecA, reck-*-^Aite, know (?) — lytCy little. 

St. VII. Gloss. fettCy fetched-7/mr, hseA—bettty better— 
kite^ stop-^bre, goes oor^alHty fsdla — they thriye — wetCy know. 

St. VIII. — Gloss, xety yet^zedcy went— mone, money — ne 
myxty might not — Ferd^y by God, par Dieu — eyre, heir. 
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St. IX. — Gloss, ne wot^ know not— Jhris, feres — liffe, live— 
kyTide, nature — ^»cy, say— -6c, by — «»cA, such — berys, bears. 

St, X. — Gloss, gode, good — curtesse, courteous — tnoo, more — 
harpy s, harps — gyttyns^ plays on the gitem — ^ts, leaps — hdifey 
immediately— -Aamc, home — zif^ if— gynnc, contrivance — wynne, 
gain. 

St. XI. — Gloss, thozt, thought, mind — tary nozty tarry nought 
— byde, rest. 

St. XII. — Gloss, hentf took— ^/orc, go— prtvc, secret — tbey«a 
error of the press for the-—fette, fe\jAied—{thufette I suppose it 
should be) — withrowtyn lette, without feil — swythe, quick. 

St. XIII, — Gloss, hose, has — verament, truly — mot, may-r-. 
$um, some. 

St. XIV. — Gloss, tydcy time — at his wife, of his wife— can, 
began — glade, gladden — rizt thoo, right then. 

St. XV. — Gloss, ston, stone — eton, eat (pi.) — dronken, drank 
(pi.) — list, it pleased — gon, to go— con, be^ (this word is thus 
commonly used as an expletive — con wake, i. e. awoke)— nei2», 
needs — wist, knew. 

St. XVI. — Gloss, myzt, might— ^toorefe, world— AanJts, hands 
— fro, from — twyn, separate — tremeld, trembled — leoer, rather — 
c, hundred — raft, riven. 

St. XVII. — Gloss, chapman, merchant, hawker — agrevyd, 
grieved— *Aare, there-;/ay, faith — gif, if. 

St. XVIII. — Gloss, vpstert, started up— /c^*c, delay — hettt, 
better — mysse, ill— -/e/iuAippe, fellowship— i-mc^^e, met — be, by 
—^lepe, (all— Aye, nigh — zif, if. 
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St. XIX. — Gloss, er, before — fra/y, belly {bolt/ nakedf stark 
naked)— mois^rys, mistress — hase^ hson—sla^kedy allayed — ratte^ 
roshed (ly—caste, purposed, iDtended. 

St. XX. — Gloss, sofiy sun — gise, manner — tre . . wc, ? — 
tOf too^be the morow, by morning — thider, thither — zede, went 
—grett, gretf gKsX. 

St. XXI. — Gloss, can sfi, began to se — are, ye—foule mot, 
foul mxy—Jroo, from — hrayde, start — leyde, laid— ;/wr«f, first. 

St. XXII. — Gloss. Aa^fo-dtire, hall-door — erM, earth — shevell, 
shovel — thaym, them— ;/b/is, fools — «aio, saying — assay, try if it 
were so— tinneM, scarcely— ^erc, fear — hym thozt, it seemed 
to him. 

St. XXIII. — Gloss, speciall, sweetheart — towte, backside — 
hengett, hung — rum sich, none such. 

St. XXIV. — Gloss, godeman. goodman — stounde, moment — 
fdiskip, fellowship—^ cocks waunde, a corruption of by God's 
woufuU^chese, cnoose— fay, faith — mone, money — Use, lose. 

St. XXV. — Gloss, charmyd, charmed — thaimfro, from them 
"-contre, country — thoo, then — levyd, left — lewtnesse, lewdness 
ware, cautious — kvyd, lived — ioyesMe, five joys. 

L. 8. ioyesfyfe. The five joys of the Virgin Maiy are the 
subject of a multitude of old English songs and poems. 
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NOTES ON THE FRERE AND THE BOY. 



St. I. — Gloss, deyde, died — oyse//, vinegar— /ej^e, life — 
letten, listen — tent, attend. 

L. 3, 6. In this ballad, which has been taken down from me- 
moiyand recitation, the substitution of words of a somewhat si- 
milar meaning, for those which had been in the original, has often 
spoilt the rhyme. Here, for blame and taOcey W. de Worde's copy 
gives correctly hale and tale. 

The modem copy places the scene of the tale in Lancashire — 

^' An honest man in Lancashire, 

Two wives he did enjoy. 
Now by the first it doth appear 

He had a pretty boy. 
With rosy cheeks and curled hair 

His eye-brows something sad, 
And if die truth I do declue, 

He was a pretty lad." 

St. II. — Gloss, thes, this — contre, country — toyffes, wives — 
be proseySf by process-— Acy, by — htqsey, happy, lucky — partev, 
pretty — heynde, lad— corieys, courteous — keynde, kind. 

L. 1. * dwelled a husbonde.in my c' W. 

L. 5 — 7 for these three lines, W. has 
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** That was a good sturdy ladde. 
And an happy hyne/' 

St. III. — Gloss. heSf his — lowued, loved — han,lnm — 6otybut 
— deUf bit— y, I — thehke, think — sche, she — thowth^ thought — 
be the rode^ by the rood, b^ the cross — eney, any — en^der, either 
1^, meat — dreynke, drmk,' 



St IV.— Gloss, toyt, soothl— yftoioA, enough^-o/fbrf^, thirsty 
— hewyly evil — mot, may — ded, caused-H?er, fxp—dont, durst. 

L. 3. * but evermore of the worste/ W. 

affont, — ^A provincial form of Or-thint, In Piers Ploughman 
(the MS. of TVin. Coll. Camb. B. 15. 17), the first line of an 
alliterative couplet is — 

<< a-fingred and a-first,'' 

f. e. a-hungred and a-thirst, hungry and Uiirsty. In the MS. 
of die CurtoT Mundi in Trin. Coll. Libraiy, the word arjfirst 
for a4hvnt also occurs, as well as in the Harleian copy of the 
English romance of Horn, printed by Ritson, (v. 1115.)— 

" Horn set at grounde. 
Him thohte he wes y-bounde, 
He seide, Quene, so hende. 
To me hydeward thou wende. 
Thou shench us with the vurste, 
The beggares bueth ajwrste*' 

Where Ritson, ridiculously enough (because unmeaningly), ex- 
plains afunte by at first. In th6 Cambridge copy, earlier and 
1 the Harleian, the passage stands thus : — 

'' Horn sat upon the grunde, 
Him tbuzte he was i-bunde, 
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He sede, Queo, so hende, 
To me-¥raid thu wende, 
Thu zef us with the furste^ 
The beggeres beoth %f thunte.*' 

St. V. — Gloss, pooty put — boWf boy — ioc«, wis, know — het^ it 
— corsed kde, cursed lad — Acwi, him. 
In W. this stanza is given as follows : — 

' The good wyfe to her husbonde gan saye, 
I wolde ye wolde put this boye awaye, 

And that ryght soone in haste ; 
Truly he is a cursed ladde, 
I wolde some other man hym had, 

That wolde hym better chaste.' 

St, VI. — Gloss, god, good — soyt, sothe, truth— doiw, dame— 
beydcy hide-^thes they, this three — telly till—potrycrc, power — 
wenney win, gain. 

L. 4. ' this yere,' W. 

L. 5. * Tyll he be more strongere,' W. 

St. VII.— Gloss, haffe, have-^re/ce, fellow-/cWe, field— 
kepys, keeps— net, cattle — slepUj sleeps — skekky shield. 
L. 6. * To kepe our beestes yf he may,' W. 

St. VIII. — Gloss, wej^e, wife — sere, sir—het, it — leytell, 
little— prcst, ready, speedy. 

St. IX, — Gloss, hesy his— yo/fe, gave — ynow, enough— Jfbrc*, 
forth — deynery dinner— 6are,Dore, brought. 

' Of no man he had no care, 

But sung < hey howe, awaye the mare,* 
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And made' jqye ynough; 
Forth he wente, traly to sayne^ 
lyil he came to the playne, 

Hys dyner forth he drough.' W, 

St. X. — Gloss. badCf had— g€y, joy— po*, put— op, ui>— 
miy, my— i2otf7ys, loye9-—bowth, bought— ^A«», thi»— 6afie, bone. 

St. XI. — Gloss, hellf hill — «e*, sat — on, 9r-^ivoldy old— hem, 
himr—oyer, (?) — be, by — good, God — god tone, good son— te 
^cyffejf, by my fey, by my fiuth, 

L. 4. ' Sone, he sayde, God the se I 

Syr, welcome mote ye be, 

The lytell boye gan saye.' W. 

St. XII. — Gloss, wolde, old — hanger , hunger — oney, any — 
mett, meat— gyjfe, give — cheylde, child — mffe, save. 

St. XIII. — Gloss, merey, merry— yettee, easy—yete, eat^ 
yet, ease—godamarsey, God thank you. 

St. XIV. — Gloss. they,iike — gc^, given— gdfc, give— yc/les, 
gifb — thre, three — bow, boy — berdes,h}id9—wMte, shoot. 

St. XV. — Gloss, bawy, boy — onder, under — laiwe, laughed-— 
peype, pipe-4cyte, little — reythe, right. 

Between the last stanza and this in the edition of W. de 
Woide we have the following, which seems to have been omitted 
in the MS. by an oversight. 
t 

* A bowe, sone, I shall the gyve 

That shall last the all thy ly ve. 

And ever a lyke mete, 
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Shote therin whan thou good thjmke. 
For yf thou shote and v^fvike. 

The prycke thow shahe hytte.' 

L. 1. * Whan he the bowe in honde felte/ W. 

L» 3. * Lowde than he lough/ W. 

L. 6. * Than were I gladde ynough/ W. 

St. XVL— Gloss, peype, pipe— Ao/c, have— *row not, true 
note — doe, do— Acre, heai^-^^ere, stir — bot, but. 
L. 2. * true musyke/ W. 

St. XVII.— Gloss, thothe, third— gc/c, give— ^Arey, three— 
/owAe, laughed. 
The sixUi line of this stanza, in W. is ^ I wyll desyreno more.* 

St, XVIII. — Gloss, pleifte, plight — ieyte, named, promised— 
jey, say — mm, now— «c, see — howye, hoy— ffa/ihe, faith— jfw//, 
foul. 

St. XIX.r— Gloss, mey, my— -^c/fe, rives— au;^A, ought, any 
thing— 6otf7M, bought — teyme, time — lom/s, looks — welde, would 
— «iey^Ae, might— p^, place, 

St. XX. — Gloss, set/, said — tho, then— ^en, begin — hem- 
feM^, themselves — ^ifere, stir. . 
X. 6. ' But laugh on a rowe,' W. erroneously. 

St; XXI. — Gloss, meythe, might — 9affe, save — fcotre, boy — 
neythe, night. 

L. 3. < I take my leve at the,' W. 

St. XXII. — Gloss, he drowe, it drew — nmfthe, nig^t — komard, 
homeward — reythe, right — ardenaru, ordinance — destes, beasts— 
gon, gan, began. 
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St. XXIII. — Gloss, thos, thus — thoraw, throu^ — towytiy 
town — sownCy aowad—yevetychone, ever each one, every one— 
homy home. 

L. 3. * Into his feders close,' W. * 

L. 6. < Into his &ders hall he gose/ W. 

St. XXIV. — Gloss, hes, his — sopere, supper^-non, for anon 
— toke, gave. 

In i^peating this stanza, two have been clumsily thrown into 
one. In the more modem copy of W. de Worde, which has 
been printed from a more correct manuscript, the two are given 
thus : — 

' His fader at his souper sat, 
Lytell Jacke espyed well that. 

And sayd to him anone, 
Fader, I haue kepte your nete, 
I praye you gyue me some mete, 

X am an hongred, by Saynt Jhone. 

' I have sytten metelesse 

All this daye kepynge your beestes, 

My dyner feble it was. 
His fader toke a capons wynge. 
And at the boye he gan it flynge, 

And badde hym ete apace.' 

St. XXV. — Gloss, greued, grieved — hert, heart — «irc, sore — 
en, in. 

L. 2, 3. ^ As I tolde you before. 

She stared hym in the face.' W. 
L. 6. ' It range over all the place.' W. 
St. XXVI. — Gloss, lowhe, laughed— ^(x2, good — weppyd, 
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wept — welde^ would— wy//, well— wy^, know — thes^ this — Ityn, 
been. 

L. 2. * waxed red for/ W. L. 4. ' weU I wote.' W. L. 6. 
'asithad.'W. 

St XXVII. — Gloss, corsedk^f cursedly — hkyd, looked — 
hem, him — thoy then — nortored, nurtured, bred — well^ will — 
mey, my^-pelet, pellet— ^e, fly. 

L. 3. ' She was almoost rente/ W. Where the sixth line 
rhyming to this is, * In fayth or ever she stynte V 

St. XXVIII. — Gloss, lowe, laughed— ^oZ/, full— <cAorou?, 
sorrow — dam, dame — they, thy— Jfcye, fey, feith — gcrc, geer. 
L. 1, 2. ' The boy sayde unto his dame, 

Tempre Uiy bombe, he sayd, for shame.' W. 

St. XXIX. — Gloss, ffreyrty friar — fey, lie — neythe^ night — 
lowydy loved — cHreythCy aright. 

St. XXX. — ^Gloss. howcy hoy-horsed, cursed — cno/fe, knave, 
lad — nonys, occasion— cfeys, does — mekyll, much — I^I. 

L. 1, 2. * Wee have a boye within, y wys, 
A shrewe for the nones he is.' W, 

St. XXXI.— Gloss, methe, meet—ffelde, Md— bet, beat— 
forgeyt, forget. 

L. 4. 'I shall hym bete.' W. 

L. 6. ' He dooth me moche shame.' W. 

St. XXXII. — Gloss, y ffey, in feith— froys, boy is— 6ecAe, 
hilch-^Iialde, hold— loccAe, witch — bethe, beat — bake, back — 
seyde, side — trost, trust 

In W. this stanza is given thus : — 

* I trowe the boye be some wytche.' 
Quod the firere, * I shall hym teche, 



y Google 



Have thou no care; 
I shall hym teche, yf I may.' 
Quod the wyfe, * I the praye, 

Do hym not spare.' 

L. 5. The words should evidently be thus arranged, to preserve 
the rhyme, " I well hem bake and seyde bethe." 

St. XXXIII. — Gloss, cheylde^ child — roys, rose — «me, soon 
— gcy«, goes — heSf his — dreWCy drive — leprnd^ leapt — zatt, gate 
-—wendef weened, thougfat-Hui^Ae, late— ^orMe, forth (fast, W.) 
hkythey blithe. 

St. XXXIV. — Gloss. Geynkyn, the diminutive of Jack — 
ffonde, found— ^Aowe, each one, every one — gejffe, give. 

L. 2. Geynkyn, h/n, used thus in terminations, is merely a 
diminutive, andf makes the term sometimes one of endearment, 
sometimes of familiarity, and even of vulgarity, ajs in the Tuma* 
ment of Tottenham. Hence Jack and Jenkvn may be used in- 
discriminately of the same person. In the iVnament of Totten- 
ham we have Hawh/n (i.js, Halkyri) for Henry, Tymkyn for 
Timothy, Dawkyn for Davidy Perkyn for Peter, Jeynkyn (as 
here) for John. 

L. 3. * Dryvynge his beestes all alone.' W. 

St. XXXV. — Gloss, hot, but, unless — askowse, excuse — the, 
thee— <i-6ey, make amends—^ till the, I tell thee — leeneer, 
longer — well, will — heylde, aileth — pethe,ipity — *ey Wcs, ayleth^ 
cheyde, chide. 

' But yf thou canst excuse the well, 
By my trouth bete the I wylJ, 
I will no lenger abyde.' 
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Quod the boye, * what eyleth the ? 
My dame fereth as well as ye : 

Whatnedethyetochyde?' W. 

St. XXXVI. — Gloss, well, will — wet, know — herdy$, birds — 
$chete, shoot — alhcoy also— «eys^, seest — tety sitting — schett, shoot 
—geff, give. 

L. 6. I suppose the scribe has intended to write, " And gefT 
her the to.^' W. has a different rhyme— 

' And other thynge withall ? 
Syr, he sayd, though I be lyte, 
Yonder bvrde wyll I smyte, 

And%ive her the I shall.' 

St. XXXVII. — Gloss. berde,hM — ftrcyre, briar — «cAe*, shoot 
— ff^^^^i fnai-^ffavne, fain, gladly — het,hit — hede, head— «c^e, 
she—idede, dead— ^orfAer, further — meythe, might— ^^ec, fly. 

St. XXXVIII. — Gloss, bosches, bushes— A«nf, take — hem 
thowt, him thought, it seemed to him— <%n, done — hes^ his — 
wheytley, truely. 

L. 3. * He thought it best for to done. 

Jacke toke his pype and began to blowe, 
Then the frere, as I trowe, 

Began to daunce soone.' W. 

St. XXXIX, — Gloss. «o»e, soon — dam, dance— a6owM, 
about. 

L. 2. * Lyke a wood man.' W. 
L. 4. * The breres scratched hym in the face, 
And in money an other place. 
That the blode brast out/ W. 
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St. XL. — Gloss, scrat, scratched— ^/fbys face — ivother, other 
'^laysy place — hey and hey, by and by— 4i;ec2e9 weeds^gannents. 
W. gives the stanza as follows : — 

^ And tare his clothes by and by, 
His cope and his scapelary, 

And all hLs other wede. 
He daunced amonge thomes thycke, 
In many places they dyde hym piycke, 

That &st gan he blede.' 

St. XLI. — Gloss, amonge f (see note to St. I. of the Nut- 
browne Mayd)— ^i««, I wis, I know — a, he—Aoppyd, hopped — 
wonderley, wonderfully — hey, high — reyall, royal. 

St. XLII^— doss, leffydf lifted — op, up— ^, he— y, I — to 
lange, too long — prey, pray — ^ell, still — mey trowt, my trouth 
^-pleyt, plight— jfcr^Acr, further — teyde, side — weytley, truly. 

These two last stanzas are thus printed by Wynkyn de 
Worde:— 

'^ Jacke pyped and laughed amonge. 
The frere amonge the thomes was thronge, 

He hopped wunders hye; 
At the last ne held up his honde. 
And sayd, ' I have ctaunced so longe. 

That I am lyke to dye. 

Gentyll Jacke, holde thy pype styll, 
And my trouth I plyght tne tyll, 

I will do the no woo.' 
Jacke sayd in that tide, 
* Frere, skyppe out on the ferder syde, 

Lygady that thou were goo.*" 
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St. XLIII. — Gloss. houcheSf bushes— fo-ro^^, torn in rags 
'^O'rentf torn to pieces— ^oren, torn— unneyes, (for unnethes) 
scarcely— </(Wf, clout— prcvejfte, privity— A^cte, hide. 

L. 5^ * His bely for to wrappe aboute.' W. 

St. XLIV. — Gloss, toentf thought — 6c, been— ^'m^ mad. 
W. gives the three first lines of this stanza, which our scribe 
has omitted : 

* The breres had hym scratched so in the face. 
And many an other place. 

He was all to-biedde with blode.' 

St. XLV. — Gloss, toostt host— gomey, joumeyr-^orf, boast 
"-nother^ nor — drade, frightened. 

L. 3. ' His clothes were rente all.' W. A reading much 
inferior to that of the manuscript. 

St. XLVI. — Gloss, w&ife, wife, woman — coned phs^ cursed 
place — thenkyt me, it seems to me — Ukelyy likely, probably— 
ffram^ firom — dewyll^ devil— otoyrccwi, overcome. 

L. 2. ' In an evyll place I wene.' W. 

L. 4. * I have ben with thy sone.' W. 

St. XLVII. — Gloss, god man, good-man— Jfo/fe, foul — fe/fe, 
beloved — haet, has — holey, holy. 

St. XLVIII. — Gloss, hays, has — do, done — let, hindrance, 
delay — mot, may— ^tw, dance — magre, maugre, in spite of-^ 
mey hedd, my head — breyres, briar*— 6y«cAei, bushes— Aay a- 
bowte, hey aliout. 

L. 6. W. de Worde's edition has here what the rhyme re- 

auires, " Amonge the thomes, * hey go bette.' " Ritson observes 
lereupon, <* The name, it is probable, of some old dance. To 
' dance hey go mad,' is still a common expression in the north."' 
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Our copy has evidently been taken from the recitation of some 
one in whose part of the comitry the song ^ hey about' was more 
popular than ' hey go bette/ 

St. XLIX. — Gloss, meytysy mightest— a, have — he, been — 
sclayen, slain — 6yn, been — gret, great — sen, sin — toore, our — 
ladey, kuiy — merely, merrily— cowflf, could — blen, desist, stop. 

St. L. — Gloss, het, it — draw, drew — neythe, night— dfy^A, 
dight — wone, habitude— can, began — hether, hither. 
L. 2, 3. ' The boye came home full ryght, 

As he was wont to do.' W, 
L. 6. ^ And badde hym to come hym to.' W. 

St. LI. — Gloss, lesyng, falsehood — ffave, £iith. 
W. alone has preserv^ the first line of this stanza : — ^ Boye, 
he sayd, tell me nere.' 

St. LII. — Gloss, fforffend, forbid, ward off-^^thyng, tiding 
— ?y*> yes— gra», grace— creycrf, cryed — ded, did — wreyng, 
wring* 

St. LIII. — Gloss, loffe, love — well, will — here, hear — can, 
know — redde, advice, counsel — hot am?, unless — hot, but — le^e, 
life. 

L. 6. * Well I wote my lyfe is lost.' W. 

St. LIV. — Gloss, hent, took — on-tell, unto— wierfwarrf, midst 
— ^soper, supper — hwhe, laughed — att, for tfier-att. 

St. LV. — Gloss, yaver, evet—vjelt, wilt — met y the, may I 
ihnve—gret plente, great plenty. 

This stanza, which here has been so mangled in the recitation, 
is given as follows by Wynkyn de Worde : — 
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' Than sayd the good man, 
Pype on good sone, 

Hardely, whan thou wylle. 
Fader, he sayd, so mote I the. 
Have ye shall y-nough of gle, 

TyU ye bydde me be styll." 
St. LVI — Gloss, yeoer, ever — naSy was not (ne was) — on^ one 
stell, still — itere, stir. 

" As soon as Jacke the pype hent, 
All that there were verament. 

Began to daunce and lepe : 
Whan they gan the pype here. 
They myght not themselfe stere, 

But hurled on an hepe." W. 

St. LVII. — Gloss, itody stood — dyspyre^ despair-— ro«, rose — 
Jfro, from — aw?er, over — stombelyd, stumbled— ^/^re, fire. 
" The good man was in no dyspayre, 
But lyghtly lepte out of his chayre, 

A 11 with a good chere ; 
Some lepte over the stocke, 
Some stombled at the blocke. 

And some fell flatte in the iyre.' 

St. LVIII. — Gloss, beheynde, behind — weyndy wind — crcike, 
crack. 

^ The good man had grete game. 
How they daunced all in same; 

The good wyfe after gan steppe. 
Evermore she kest her eye at Jacke, 
And fast her tayle began to cracke, 

Lowder than they coude speke.' W. 
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St. LIX. — Gloss, croked, twisted (?) — ked, head — agens, 
against — gr«, grace — ropys, ropes — wrongj wrong — sken, skin 
— deyvanplaSf divers place. 

L. 1. ^The frere nymselfe was almoost lost. For knock- 
ynge.' W. 

L. 4. * Rubbed hym under the chynne.' W. 

St. LX. — Gloss, bowe, boy — nas nat, ne was not-- on, one — 
comedy could — ttent, desist — dor^ door — thekey thick— ^c^Acr, 
either— y», on — neke, neck— ^^^e/y, cleverly — ^e^yy^, tripped. 

L. 6, 'So pretely out they wente.' W. 

StLXI. — Gloss, neyheriy neighbours — 6ey,by — ^AocAe, hatch. 

* Neyghbours that were fast by, 
Herde the pype go so meryly. 
They ranne into the gate; 
Some lepte over the hatche, 
They had no time to draw the latche, 
They wende they had come to late/ W. 

St LXII.— Gloss, hardy heard— yefte, eke, also— «oy^, sooth. 

^ Some laye in theyr bedde, 
And helde up theyr hede, 

Anone toey were waked : 
Some sterle in the waye. 
Truly as I you saye. 

Stark bely naked.' W. 
St. LXIII. — Gloss, gederedy gathered — medwardy midst — 
mei^ty might — hxmdeySy hand— jfij/^, feet. 

L. 2. ^ I wys there was a grete route, Dauncynge in the.' W. 
St. LXIV. — Gloss. t€y$y cease — weltCy wilt — metyst, merriest 
'":fe$ty feast (* fytte,' W.) — wycn, seven — cyr, year. 
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St LXV. — Gloss, ffalij false — wmon, sammoii — affore, be- 
fore. 

L. 1. ' They daunced all in same/ W. which gives the last 
two lines thus : — 

^ Here I somon the that thou appere 
Before the offycyall/ 
St. LXVI. — Gloss, ffrewday, Friday — meytdffe^ myself— 
9ey, say, tell — he-ffaren, beK>re — afauey avow — welty mlt. 
L. 3. * For to ordeyne the soiowe.' W, 

St LXVII.— Gloss, boyt, both— ^/ox, place— oOTecta//, offi- 
cial. 

L. 2. ^ J^ckes stepdame and the frere 
Togeder there they mette; 
Folke gadeied a grete pase, 
To here every mannes case.' W. 

St LX VII I. — Gloss, moche, much — ma^erf, matters — on, one 
— boi/te, both— |?rc«*, priest — testmentesy testaments — preffisy 
prove— ^jQfbffien, women — leffe, leave — bethekys, betwixt — legysy 
legs. 

!-• 5. Jffornen. This change of w fory*is very curious : but I 
have noticed a similar exchange of letters at an earlier period in 
the following passage of a semi-Saxon herbal and medical trea- 
tise of the end of the twelfth or beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, (MS. Harl. N^ 6258 B, fol. 82 v"). It informs us of the 
medical virtues of the flesh, head, eye, and milk of the wolf. 
" Medicina Lupo, 

^ WiiS deofol scocnesse and wiiS yfele ge-sih)7e. ytt//cs flssc. 
wel ge-tawod and ge-soden syle etan. ^am \>e l^earf sy. |>a scinlac 
ba hym »r stiwdan. ne ge-un-stilla)) by hine. To slaBpe.ya[/fs 
heafod lege under j^ane pule, se un-bala slaeped. &h hra^t on weg 
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to done, ge-nim fulfa sy yr))re eage. and hyt to-sting. and 
wry)>e to ^n eagon. hit ge-wana)) )>er sar. gif hyt gelomelice 
)yar mid ge-smyr^ byiS. Se wifman ))at habbse dead beam on 
innol^e. gif heo drinced fulfime meoluc mid wine ge-menged. 
ge-lice eftie sona hyt halei5/' 

The hterature of the period of the breaking up of the Saxon, 
that is from the middle of the twelfth to the middle of the thir- 
teenth century, deserves, for the sake of the language, more atten- 
tion than has been hitherto given to it. I hope soon to see pub- 
lished the first volume of Sir Frederick Madden*s Layamon, 
which will furnish abundant materials for the poetir of that 
period ; there exists in manuscript an immense mass of'^materials 
for the prose. 

St. I(XIX. — Gloss, pot, put— jQTore/, forth — hes cos, his case 
— hrowthy brought — werketj works — niekyll, much. 
L. 2. ' Frere Topyas.' W. 
L. 4. < Syr oflyciall, sayd he.' W. 

St. LXX. — Gloss, negremansar, necromancer — HorleyanSy 
Orleans — wech, witch — he weythe, by truth. 

L. 4. * He is a wytche, quod the wyfe : 
Than, as I shall tell you blythe, 
Lowde coude she blowe.' W. 

The rhymes wi^fe and blythe here, are not much better than 
stepdame and weythcy but in the earlier popular poetry y* and th 
were allowed to rhyme together, as also iid and ng and some 
others. 

St. LXXI. — Gloss, ffayhy fail — wered', works — aine*, amiss 
— let, desist 

St. LXXII. — Gloss, jf/crd, afraid — cra/ce, crack — cfers^, durst 
— longe, on account oi—mot, may. 
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St. LXXIII. — Gloss, cambyre, encumberi confuse — but, un- 
less — htn/t, has— do?w, dance — genep, — howre, our. 
L. 3. * But yf ye may him chaste; 
Syr, he hath a pype truly, 
Wyll make you daunce and lepe on hye.' W, 

St. LXXIV. — Gloss, hes, hast — het it— ye, yea — seer, sir. 
After this stanza, Wynkyn de Worde's copy differs entirely 
from the MS. and ends very briefly — 

^ The o%cyall sayd, so mot I the, 
That pyye wolde I feyne se, 

And knowe what myrUi that he can make. 
Mary, God forbede, than sayd the frere. 
That he sholde pype here. 

Afore that 1 hens the way take. 

Pype on, Jacke, sayd the offycyall, 
I wyll here now how thou canst playe. 
Jacke blewe up, the sothe to saye. 

And made them soone to daunce all 
The oflycyall lepte over the deske. 
And daunced aboute wonder &ste, 

lyil bothe his shynnes he all to brest, 
Hym thought it was not of the best ; 

Then cryed he unto the chylde, 
To pype no more within this place. 
But to holde styll, for Goddes grace, 

And for the love of Maiy mylde. 

Than sayd Jacke to them echone, 

If ye wolde me giaunte with herte fie, 
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That he shall do me no vylany, 
Bot hens to departe even as I come. 

Therto they aoswered all anone, 

And promysed him anone ryght, 

In his quarell for to fyght, 
And defende hym from his fone. 

Thus they departed in that tyde, 

The offycyall and the sompriere, 

His stepdame and the frere, 
With great joye and moche piyde/ 

St. LXXV.— Gloss, henty took— Wcw, blew— ^c//, till— ^cn, 
in (?)— g2e, music— fiowM, nought — bivthCf bought— xc^, sloe. 

St. LXXVI. — Gloss, gody quod, said — bescro, beshrew — 
mede, reward — amy, assay, try. 

St. LXXVII. Gloss, not spare^ spare not — hent, took — soncy 
soon — Gake, Jack — ronde, round. 

St. LXXVIII. — Gloss, hast, haste— 6ayfy both — schenySy 
shins — brasty burst, broke — apon, upon — blokySf blocks — hende, 
end— e^/ce, ink — sched, shed, spilled — bekes, books. 

St. LXXIX. — Gloss. bohf[s] hooks— ^ehwys, fellows, com- 
panions — can, began — dbowthe, about. 

St. LXXX. — Gloss, yever, ever — lengger, longer — soyt, sooth 
— cr^9 cry — to-toreuy torn to pieces. 

St. LXXXI. — Gloss, ikeppe, skip — townge, tongue— ^zTteMe, 
scarcely — meyt, might — *epc, hop. 

St LXXXIIw — Gloss. Aeyre, hire — stent, desist, stop— AasA;e, 
ask — toelt, wilt— gfe, music — redey, readily. 
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S. LXXXIII.— Gloss, stend, stop— werey, weary — mey trowet, 
my troth — "y-pleyty plight — nere, near — neyth^ nieht. 

L. 3. Should evidently be 'mey trowet y the y-pleyt/ to 
rhyme with the sixth line. 

St. LXXXIV.— Gloss, leytley, lightly— ^ef, fit. 

St. LXXXV. — Gloss, homard, homeward — wordeley^ rich, 
worthy. 

St. LXXXVI.— Gloss. dor$ty durst— -luif, not — wonlei/, only 
—desplese, displease — lowydy lived — ey«, ease. 

St. LXXX VII.— Gloss, dedy did-^wy^, sooth, truth— ^Ao, to 
hewyny heaven — mes, miss — o», us — they bles, thy bliss — beleuei, 
believes. 




C. Whittingham, Tooks Court, Chancery Lane. 



y Google 



y Google 



«^ 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



( IVIRT - \^^^ 



y Google 



